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Cheat Sheet  

for Starting School in Kindergarten 2021 

 
 

Title Details 

Transition 

Sessions 

 

Transition Sessions are being held throughout the month of 

November. We expect at least 1 parent or carer to attend 

each of the 2 sessions with their child. They take place in 

Room 1 and 2 (Kindergarten classrooms), with a class teacher 

and other staff members. Usually, it is an opportunity for your 

child to play and experience the classroom, the teacher and 

the staff with you by their side. However, this year parents are 

not able to accompany their children in to the classroom, so 

we invite you to join us in the church where we will present 

you with an overview of life in Kindergarten 2021. We 

encourage parents to continue engaging in their children’s 

learning and play experiences at home. 

 

Session 2: All orders for school bags and hats will be handed 

out at these sessions. Please refer to “School hats and bags” 

and “School Uniform” in this document for more details 

including the date when orders need to be in.  

Leap into Learning 

and  

LEAP@Home 

 

Leap into Learning sessions were cancelled due to COVID-

19 restrictions. We have been sending you the 

LEAP@Home materials by email and Compass, and they are 

also available on our website. Go to the St John’s website page 

(see link) https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/is-your-child-ready-for-

kindy-in-2021/ to find out more about LEAP@Home or contact 

the school office if you have any questions.  

Parish Mass - Blessing 

of the Kinder 2021 

 

This mass, traditionally held in Term 4 before Kindergarten 

starts, is CANCELLED this year due to COVID-19 

restrictions. 

Best Start and Maths 

Assessment Interviews 

 

 

Individual assessments take place before the Kindergarten 

children start school on Thursday 28 and Friday 29 January 

2021. An assessment takes approx. 40 minutes. You will 

receive information about how to make a booking via the 

school booking system closer to the time. At your allocated 

time, please come to the school’s foyer area where your child 

will be taken to the classroom by a staff member. Please arrive 

promptly for your appointment. The interview lasts 40 mins 
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and we ask that you please return promptly to pick-up your 

child from the foyer. Children are assessed on their numeracy 

and literacy skills to help the teacher gauge where each child’s 

starting point is. It is not necessary to prep your child for 

this assessment. Our goal with these interviews is to 

prepare ourselves for your child, wherever they are in their 

learning journey, rather than you having to prepare your child 

for a certain starting point with us.  

Further information about Maths Assessment Interview (MAI) 

and Best Start is available on the Transition to School 

webpage: https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-

contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-

start/ 

Mass followed by 

Kinder Picnic in 

playground 

 

 

Please save the date Sunday 31 January from 10am (Mass) and 

11-1pm (Picnic). We will advise ASAP how we will proceed 

with this.  

First Full Day of 

School for Kinder 

2021 

 

Monday 1 February is the first day of school, and it will be a 

FULL day of school for Kindies. For all other dates, please 

refer to the Transition Timeline for Kinder 2021 on our 

website.  

School Hours 

 

School hours are 8.40am until 3.05pm. 

Playground supervision starts at 8.15am. 

8.40am – Bell rings and students start class 

10.30am - Crunch & Sip (children continue working at their 

desks) 

10.45-11.15am - Morning recess  

1.15-2.00pm - Lunch  

3.05pm - Dismissal  

Lunch Box 

 

10.30am – Crunch & Sip. Please provide vegetables or fruit, 

chopped and ready to eat, and a bottle of water – no juices. 

Please pack Crunch & Sip separately, so children can quickly 

get their food and return to their desks. This helps the 

children to stay on task during Crunch & Sip. 

 

10.45am – Morning tea. We recommend fruit and vegetables 

and an item of protein such as cheese, meat, egg.  

 

1.15-2pm – Lunch. Similar food to morning tea. Please make 

sure your child can open their lunch-box and provide any 

cutlery that might be needed.  

For ideas on healthy lunch boxes see:  

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
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https://theorganisedhousewife.com.au/lunchbox-ideas/one-

week-healthy-lunchbox-ideas-kids/ 

 

Please be reminded that we are a nut-free school and 

remember that nuts can sometimes be in foods that you 

forget about e.g. pesto pasta (pine nuts), muesli bars etc. We 

advise against sending your children to school with sweets, 

chocolates, biscuits and sugar-laden foods such as some muesli 

bars and fruit drinks, and ask you to keep the lunch boxes as 

healthy as possible.  

NSW Term dates for 

2021 

 

Term 1: Wednesday 27 January - Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Monday 19 April - Friday 25 June 

Term 3: Monday 12 July - Friday 17 September  

Term 4: Tuesday 5 October - Wednesday 15 December 

 

There may be pupil free days around the start or end of 

terms. You will be advised of these specific dates in the School 

Newsletter (available on our website or via Compass). 

 

Please see the Transition Timeline for all dates leading up to 

your child’s first day – this is available on our website: 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-

contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-

start/ 

Compass Parent 

Portal 

 

Compass is an app which parents use to receive instant 

messages, newsletters, notices and calendar events and to 

register children’s absences. Please follow the link to get 

instructions on how to download and use this app: 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/Compass-Quick-Guide-Parent-Login-

Instructions.pdf 

Please download this app as soon as possible to start 

receiving important messages from the school.  

Qkr (by MasterCard) 

 

QKR is as an easy to use, secure phone app for making school 

payments from your mobile phone. Qkr will accept payment 

using ANY credit/debit card (except American Express) and 

has a simple checkout function. No info is stored on the 

mobile phone. We are encouraging all credit card payments to 

be completed through Qkr particularly for canteen orders, 

school fees, school uniform or other special events etc. Follow 

the link for more information about Qkr and the link to the 

app store: https://www.mastercard.com.au/en-au/about-

mastercard/innovations/qkr.html 

https://theorganisedhousewife.com.au/lunchbox-ideas/one-week-healthy-lunchbox-ideas-kids/
https://theorganisedhousewife.com.au/lunchbox-ideas/one-week-healthy-lunchbox-ideas-kids/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/need-to-know-before-you-start/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Compass-Quick-Guide-Parent-Login-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Compass-Quick-Guide-Parent-Login-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Compass-Quick-Guide-Parent-Login-Instructions.pdf
https://www.mastercard.com.au/en-au/about-mastercard/innovations/qkr.html
https://www.mastercard.com.au/en-au/about-mastercard/innovations/qkr.html
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School hat and bag orders can be placed via Qkr.  Go to the 

notes section of the News Page of our website for more 

information on QKR: 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/notes/ 

School hats and bags 

 

Once you have installed Qkr you will be able to place your 

order for school hats and bags via Qkr. If you missed the 

order date of Friday 13 November, please order by 

Thursday 19 November if you wish to receive your hat and 

school bag at the second transition session.  

Our school uniform shop which supplies bags and hats is run 

by a volunteer, so please help her by placing your order on 

time, so that she has plenty of time to buy supplies and deliver 

to you. 

School Uniform 

 

New Uniforms: 

Available from Lowes at Warringah Mall or online: 

https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/st-john-the-apostle-

primary-school-narraweena 

 

New Hats, Bags and Second Hand Uniforms: 

The uniform shop, located next to the canteen at school sells 

school hats, bags and a small amount of second hand uniforms 

usually on Fridays from 8.30am-9am or 2.30pm-3pm. Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions on parents entering school grounds, 

we ask that parents place all orders for bags, hats and second-

hand items on QKR. We will exchange or replace any item as 

required. 

Please label all your child’s belongings before they bring them 

to school.  

By prior arrangement, we can facilitate an individual 

appointment to the uniform shop should you wish to look at 

uniform items. Please email our Family Liaison Officer, Mrs 

Jeanie McDonnell, to arrange a suitable time to visit this shop: 

Jeanie.mcdonnell@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Shoes:  

Children are to wear black leather school shoes (Clark type) 

and predominantly white sport shoes on sports and physical 

education day.   

Drop-Off and Pick-Up 

Procedures 

 

We have put careful consideration into these drop-off and 

pick-up procedures to allow parents to socially distance and 

keep families separate. We ask that you familiarise yourself 

with the procedures in this document before arriving at 

school. 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/notes/
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/st-john-the-apostle-primary-school-narraweena
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/st-john-the-apostle-primary-school-narraweena
mailto:Jeanie.mcdonnell@dbb.catholic.edu.au
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MAI & Best Start 

drop-off and pick-up 

 

You will receive a communication from us via Compass where 

you will be asked to make a booking for your child’s interview. 

At your allocated time, please come to the school’s foyer area 

where your child will be taken to the classroom by a staff 

member. Please arrive promptly for your appointment. The 

interview lasts 40 mins and we ask that you please return 

promptly to pick-up your child from the foyer. 

Drop-off procedure 

for the first day of 

school and for the first 

week 

 

Families are asked to arrive in a staggered fashion and you will 

be allocated a 15 minute time slot starting from 9.00am. We 

ask that families are strictly limited to 2 adults, kindy child plus 

other siblings. For a smooth drop-off, we ask you to follow 

these steps: 

1. Come to the front school gate (Alfred Street) at your 

allocated time. Please do not come early. 

2. You will be admitted as a family and can take your child 

to the kindy classroom. (We ask that families are strictly 

limited to 2 adults, kindy child plus other siblings.) 

3. Please find your child’s peg to hang up the school bag. 

4. Proceed round the building to the play area behind the 

classroom. 

5. Play with your child for a few moments, have some fun, 

take some photographs. 

6. When your name is called please take your child to the 

classroom teacher and say farewell. A quick farewell is 

appreciated. 

7. If your child is unsettled, please continue to leave, the 

teacher will take care of your child (usually they settle 

very quickly once the parents have left). 

8. Proceed away from the play area and exit via the front 

gate.  

Pick-up procedure for 

the first days of school 

 

For the first and second week of school, kindergarten 

children (and their siblings) can be picked up from the drive-

through on Waratah Parade between 2.45pm and 2.55pm. 

Please do not get out of your car as we will bring your child to 

you. Please display your family name clearly on the dashboard 

(a laminated sign will be provided to you). 

If it is raining, we will open the driveway to allow cars to drive 

through past the church front door. We will keep the children 

dry in the church and bring them to your car as you drive 

through. People not driving will be able to take their children 

from the same place. 

Arrangements for week 3 will be communicated to you once 

school commences.  
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Canteen 

 

Please use the QKR app to order from the canteen.  Cash is 

not accepted as we are avoiding the handling of money.  

Currently only LUNCH orders can be placed, not recess.  

Orders must be placed by 8.30am each day. The canteen is 

open 4 days per week, closed on Wednesdays. Please read the 

newsletter to keep up to date in case of changes. 

For Kindy children, we recommend waiting a couple of weeks 

before placing an order. This gives us a chance to teach the 

kindy children about how the canteen works.   

Contacting the school 

 

Most processes are automated, so that you can make orders 

and payments via Qkr or register children’s absences via 

Compass (see Compass Parent Portal). Please read the 

newsletter/class Weebly page (see below) to keep up with 

activities and dates.  

You can email the school at:  sjan@dbb.catholic.edu.au or if 

more urgent, call us on 9971 9297. 

Newsletter 

 

A newsletter is sent to you every week or can be found on 

the school website in the Newsletter section: 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/newsletters/ 

It is full of important information and dates, so it is essential 

that you read it each week. 

Website 

 

Our website has a section for families transitioning to school: 

https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-

contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/ 

Most of the information you will need in the coming weeks 

and months can be found there. 

Weebly 

 

This is a class page and is updated regularly by teachers with 

learning information for each grade. There is also useful 

information on Faith and Wellbeing as well as a regularly 

updated Parent page, calendar and FAQ section. 

http://stjohnsnarraweena.weebly.com   

Motto 

 

St John’s is a Brigidine school and our school motto is 

Strength and Gentleness. 

Mass times 
 

Saturday 5pm, Sunday 8am and 10am. 

Street Library 

 

A street library is located just inside the school gate on Alfred 

Street, and is free for anyone to use. Just take a book; or 

donate a book; or invite other people in our community to 

use it too. 

mailto:sjan@dbb.catholic.edu.au
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/newsletters/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/
https://www.sjandbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/transition-to-kindergarten/
http://stjohnsnarraweena.weebly.com/
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Before and After 

School Care (St John’s 

Kids Club) 

 

Before and After School Care is run onsite by an external 

company: OOSH Northern Beaches 

http://ooshnb.com.au/about-us/locations/ 

Situated in the school hall, they have use of the entire outside 

play area, climbing equipment and school canteen.  

Operation Times: 7.00 – 9.00am and 3.00 – 6.00pm.   

Contact Phone: 0430 074 015 

Email: narraweena@ooshnb.com.au  

COVID Fee Relief 

 

Fee relief is available for families who may be struggling as a 

result of COVID-19. Further information and forms are 

available on the Catholic Schools Broken Bay website: 

https://www.csodbb.catholic.edu.au/parenthub/Fee-Relief-

during-Covid-19 

If you have any questions about fee relief, you may contact our 

Family Liaison Officer: Jeanie.mcdonnell@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

Free Membership to 

Happy Families -  

Dr. Justin Coulson 

 

 

Free Premium Membership for St John’s parents 

St John’s P&F Association has kindly paid for a school-wide 

premium membership to Dr. Coulson’s Happy Families 

website.  

It has lots of resources for our parents, such as ideas on how 

to build resilience, create happier families, have fun on family 

night and deal with anxiety.  

We welcome you to sign-up and start taking advantage of this 

subscription.  

https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/st-john-the-apostle-

catholic-primary-school 
 

http://ooshnb.com.au/about-us/locations/
mailto:narraweena@ooshnb.com.au
https://www.csodbb.catholic.edu.au/parenthub/Fee-Relief-during-Covid-19
https://www.csodbb.catholic.edu.au/parenthub/Fee-Relief-during-Covid-19
mailto:Jeanie.mcdonnell@dbb.catholic.edu.au
https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/
https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/st-john-the-apostle-catholic-primary-school
https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/st-john-the-apostle-catholic-primary-school

